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Survey Reveals Hair-Raising Numbers

Mark S. DiStefano, MD Worcester, Massachusetts,
Alan J. Bauman, MD Boca Raton, Florida
Members, ISHRS Website Committee, Subcommittee on Media Center

From the estimated 361,000 patients worldwide being treated for both medical and surgi-
cal hair and scalp conditions to the number of surgeries performed all over the world.
Although many believed that Hair Restoration Surgery (HRS) was a “BIG” market, the 2005
Practice Census Report shows exactly how “BIG” it is. In the past year, there were an estimated
168,155 hair procedures performed. Of these, it is estimated that ISHRS physicians performed
70% of the procedures worldwide, with half of them being performed in the United States. Hair
Restoration Surgery, specifically
surgical procedures, represented
an estimated worldwide market
size of over $800 million!
The study also showed that
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12,126; and Australia, 4,294. The numbers are impressive and the distribution is very interesting.

The demographics of the ISHRS members highlight some of the things that we already
believed, but could not prove until now. The higher volume of HRS procedures in a practice, the
greater the chance that that practice is devoted only to HRS. Of the 555 physicians in the ISHRS,
44% devoted 90-100% of their practice to HRS, and 29% devoted less than 50% of their practice
to HRS. Seventy-five percent (75%) categorized their current medical discipline as HRS; 34% as

The report of the first ever ISHRS Practice Census survey was a surprise in many ways.
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