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President’s Message

Greetings everyone! Wishing 
you all a happy New Year.

The ISHRS was founded in 1993 
and has been around for 25 years. I 
would like to express my gratitude 
and thanks to our society’s found-
ers, Drs. Dow Stough and O’Tar 

Norwood. Also, I would like to extend my sincerest thanks 
to the former presidents, Board of Governors, committee 
members, and all staff who have contributed to the ISHRS’s 
growth for the past 25 years.

Over the past 25 years, there have been many changes in 
the field of hair restoration surgery. There have been many 
developments in surgical skills such as FLAP, REDUCTION, 
PUNCH GRAFT, MINIGRAFT, FUT, and FUE. Furthermore, 
there has been advancement in medical treatment and 
research including finasteride, dutasteride, minoxidil, LLLT, 
PRP, and so on. I am looking forward to seeing how the field 
of hair restoration surgery will develop in the next 10 years.

Many ISHRS-sponsored academic conferences are sched-
uled for 2018. The main conferences include the ISHRS 
World Live Surgery Workshop scheduled for March 8-10 
in Dubai, UAE, and the 26th World Congress of the ISHRS, 
which will take place October 10-14 in Hollywood, Califor-
nia. Again this year, the ISHRS World Live Surgery Work-
shop is taking place outside of the United States, offering a 
good opportunity to visit Dubai. I anticipate that the 26th 
World Congress in Hollywood will be the largest meeting 
in the history of the ISHRS. I ask for your active participa-
tion in these main events. The ISHRS also has a Pre-Con-
gress on Hair Transplantation in conjunction with the 4th 
International Congress of the Aesthetic Academy of Egypt 
planned for September 12 in Cairo, Egypt. As far as I know, 
this would be the first ISHRS-related meeting in the African 
continent. I hope it is successful. Another ISHRS regional 
workshop on Scalp Micropigmentation will be held in Wal-
nut Creek, California, after the Hollywood World Congress. 

In addition, there are many academic conferences being 
held by Global Council members. HAIRCON 2018 will be 
in Mahabalipuram, off Chennai, India, February 16-18. The 
Present & Future of Hair Restoration Surgery and Medicine 
will be held by the British Association of Hair Restoration 

Surgery in London, UK, March 17. The 2nd SILATC Annual 
Meeting & Live Surgery Workshop, organized by the Ibero 
Latin American Society of Hair Transplantation (Sociedad 
Iberolatinoamericana de Trasplante de Cabello – SILATC), 
will take place May 2-3 in Cancun, Mexico. The 6th Asian 
Hair Restoration Surgery Meeting & Live Surgery Workshop, 
organized by the Asian Association of Hair Restoration Sur-
gery in collaboration with the Chinese Association of Hair 
Restoration Surgery, will take place in Beijing, China, May 
11-13. The 4th Latin American Workshop of FUE, organized 
by the Paraguayan Society of Hair Restoration Surgery, will 
take place in Guatemala City, Guatemala, May 25-27. The 
8th International Congress of the Korean Society of Hair 
Restoration Surgery will be held in Seoul, Korea, June 9-10. 
Lastly, the 7th Congress of the ABCRC (Brazilian Society of 
Hair Restoration Surgery) will take place in Foz do Iguassu, 
Brazil, August 22-25. I hope that many of you will take the 
opportunity to experience, learn, and widen your collegial-
ity through the various ISHRS meetings and other meetings 
held by Global Council member societies. 

As announced at the Prague World Congress last year, 
volunteers are being recruited for various committees, and 
we have had a good response. Currently, we are in the 
process of arranging volunteers onto committees. I would 
like to thank all those who have actively taken part in and 
supported various committees.

Recently, there was a discussion to change the term FUE 
from FU Extraction to FU Excision. I am glad that Sharon’s 
article and Ricardo’s paper on FUE were published on the 
cover page, which gives the background on this change. I 
also believe that excision is a more appropriate word—med-
ically and scientifically—than extraction.

Lastly, I would like to welcome the new 95 members who 
were approved for membership at our General Membership 
Business Meeting in Prague. Congratulations on your mem-
bership! Our society holds the highest standards of medical 
practice, medical ethics, and research in the field of hair 
restoration surgery. I have no doubt that our members will 
continue to strongly support the ISHRS’s unlicensed practice 
policy and the work of our society.

I am looking forward to having a great year with you. 
Thank you! n

Sungjoo (Tommy) Hwang, MD, PhD, FISHRS I Seoul, South Korea I president@ishrs.org

Pardon the error…
In the November/December 2017 issue of the Forum (Vol. 

27, No. 6; p. 232), Figure 1 of Dr. Parsa Mohebi’s article, 
“Dynamics of FUE,” was inadvertently cropped. I sincerely 
apologize to Dr. Mohebi for not catching the error before 
going to press. 

Shown on the right is the figure as it should have appeared. 
An updated version of the November/December 2017 Forum 

has been posted to the Members Only section of the ISHRS 
website.

—Cheryl Duckler, Managing Editor

FIGURE 1. Scalp hair histology: anchor system in relation to hair follicles


