Policy on Criteria for Open Access Articles for ISHRS Hair Transplant Forum International
A Non–Peer-Reviewed Medical Journal
1. Purpose
This policy defines the criteria for granting open access (OA) to articles published in this journal. In the absence of formal peer review, the journal prioritizes transparency, ethical integrity, and public health value to ensure responsible dissemination of medical information.


2. Scope
This policy applies to all submitted content, including:
· Clinical reports 
· Review articles 
· Expert opinions 
· Educational content 
· Case studies 


3. Open Access Eligibility Criteria
An article may be published as open access only if it meets all required criteria and does not trigger exclusion concerns.

A. Required Criteria (All Must Be Met)

1. Public Health Relevance
· Contributes meaningfully to clinical practice, patient education, or public health awareness 
· OR addresses timely or high-impact medical topics 
2. Transparency & Disclosure
· Clear description of: 
· Data sources and methods (if applicable) 
· Limitations of the work 
· Full disclosure of: 
· Conflicts of interest 
· Funding sources 

3. Author Verification
Author(s) must provide individually signed ISHRS Author Authorization Release Form, full name and credentials and corresponding author’s email and contact information for accountability.

4. Ethical Compliance
Authors must ensure the following:
· No identifiable patient information without documented consent 
· Compliance with applicable privacy laws (e.g., HIPAA in the U.S.) 
· Appropriate approvals for case reports or clinical data 

5. Editorial Review
Must pass internal editorial checks for: 
· Clarity and coherence 
· Basic factual accuracy 
· Absence of plagiarism 

B. Risk Screening (Must Not Pose High Risk)
The article must not:
· Promote unproven or unsafe treatments as established fact 
· Encourage harmful self-diagnosis or self-treatment 
· Contain misleading, exaggerated, or non-evidence-based claims 
· Present fringe or controversial theories without clear disclaimers 

4. Preferred Content for Open Access
The journal prioritizes OA for:
· Educational reviews and summaries 
· Clinical guidance or best practices 
· Public health advisories 
· Clearly framed clinical experiences (with limitations stated) 


5. Editorial Discretion
Final decisions on open access status rest with the editorial board. 


6. Post-Publication 
The journal reserves the right to: 
· Issue corrections or clarifications 
· Add editorial notes 
· Retract content if ethical or safety concerns arise 



The article shall include the following:

“This article is open access and may not be copied, distributed, or modified without written permission from the International Society of Hair Restoration Surgery. This article has not undergone external peer review and reflects the authors’ views and interpretations.”
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